
Mining Innovations: Made in 
Australia 

  

 

AIMEX 2011 

Sydney 7 September 2011 

Mining Innovations: 
Made in Australia 



Unprecedented demand driven by the needs of emerging economies 

Mature ore bodies and fewer tier one surface deposits being discovered  

Inevitable migration from surface to underground operations  

Lower grades with longer haul distances combined with massive volume demand 

Next generation ore bodies bringing inherently complex mineralization.  

Stakeholders demanding less environmental impact from our operations  

Carbon constrained future framed by the context of Global warming  

Structurally higher energy prices and possibly real energy constraints  

Future being different from the past in some fundamental,  unavoidable ways. 

Challenges of future mining 



 The MTS sector has had an excellent period of growth since the 

last Austmine Conference in 2009 

 

 Exports of members have accelerated and we believe that the 

total value of exports (members and non members) is in excess 

of $4 billion 

 

 Development of mining opportunities continues to grow across 

the globe, but particularly in the previously ignored geographies 

in more remote locations 



 The demand for resources continues to expand in China, India, 

Russia, the FSU, Brazil and smaller emerging economies 

 

 This is driving the demand for Mining Technologies like never 

before, particularly in the areas of exploration, mine development 

tools, automation and communication, and advanced mineral 

processing 

 

 ALL economic predications continue to emphasise the probability of 

an ongoing Supercycle in the demand for resources 



 We believe the coming three years will see the highest ever 

demand for resources and therefore technologies to find, mine and 

process these commodities and convey them to market safely with 

the highest level of productivity. 

 



Out of Crisis the Emergence of the 
“Technology Age of Mining” 

Global 

Mining 

Activity 

Index 

“Financial system repair 2009” 

• Massive government stimulus  

• Growth returns 

• Emerging nations power ahead 

• Confidence returns 

• “Shell shock” hangover 

 

2009 ‟03 to „07 

“Boom Age of Mining” 2004 to 2007 

• High commodity prices 

• Easy access to capital 

• High Labour costs/low availability 

• More volume = more equipment 

• Exploit known deposits,  marginal new ground. 
Historical 

High 

“Technology Age of Mining” 

• Unprecedented volume challenge 

• Combat declining grades 

• Productivity focus/low cost 

• Autonomy & Smart Systems 

• Safety via technology 

• Less people = more technology 

+2010 

Time (Year) 

“Global financial melt down ‟07 to „09” 

• Banker driven risk taking stalls system 

• Distorted balance sheets uncovered 

• Housing market distortions spread panic 

• Monopoly money mentality grinds to a halt 

‟07 to „08 

Post crash 

Low 



 

Who we are… 
 

Austmine Ltd 
Australian Export Association of Mining Equipment, Technology and 

Services  
 

o Established in 1989 

o Some 120 member companies across Australia  

o Exporting over $6 billion to over 70 countries 

o World‟s leaders in mining innovation 

o Champion productivity, cost-efficiency, safety and environment  

o Cost-effective marketing support to the global mining network 

o Internationally recognised brand 

VISION 
Australia – The world’s number one supplier of 

smart, innovative mining equipment, technologies 
and services 

 



What we do… 

o Publish the annual Austmine Directory 

o Promote members‟ capability online 

o Quarterly ExportNews and online Austmine eNews 

o Austmine Networking Series 

o Biennial Austmine Conference & Exhibition  

o Database of information on projects, companies, markets 

o Trade missions to overseas exhibitions and mine site visits 

o Networking platform in Australia and globally 

o Influence governments and relevant stakeholders in Australia and 
beyond 



• Website 

• Export News 

• Networking  

• Trade missions 

• Industry events 

• Procurement 
road shows 

• International 
mining projects  

 

•Member directory 

•Website 

•Export News 

•International 
exhibitions 

Promote 
Capabilities 

Create 

Opportunities 

Provide 
Information 

 

 

• Networking 

• Links to industry 
leaders and 
government 

• Alliances 

Enhance 
Connections 



Our Members: a snapshot 

http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/151/Scanalyse.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/141/Minova.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/147/Rock-Australia.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/230/QMASTOR-Limited.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/134/Maptek.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/329/PH-MinePro-Services-Australasia.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/146/Remote-Control-Technologies-Pty-Ltd.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/210/Maintenance-and-Project-Engineering.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/133/Ludowici.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/114/Gekko-Systems.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/162/Weir-Minerals.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/145/RCR.aspx
http://www.austmine.com.au/Directory/tabid/792/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/107/CSIRO.aspx




Alliance Partners 



Outlook 2011 and beyond… 
 

• Austmine Networking Series 2011 in Brisbane, Melbourne, Wollongong, 
Newcastle, Perth… for more info visit www.austmine.com.au 

• Mission to Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, Mining World Central Asia Expo 
12-23 September 

• Mission to Brazil following Expomin (Chile) – April 2012  

• In 2012 missions to Ghana / Guinea, Russia, Mongolia, MinExpo (USA)  

• 13th Edition of Austmine Directory, February 2012 

• Austmine 2013 Conference & Exhibition in Perth? 



Austmine Survey 

Top export markets in 
$ terms  

Expanding in 12-24 
months 

Markets with high 
barriers 

Austmine should focus 
on 

Indonesia 
South Africa 
USA 
China  
Canada 

South America 
Africa 
China 
Brazil 
Mongolia 

Brazil 
India 
Russia 
China 
Asia 
 

Latin America 
Africa 
Asia 
China 
Russia 

Austrade Survey  - Austmine results    Austrade survey – overall results                              

Current export markets Expanding in 2 years  Current export markets 
 

Expanding in 2 years  
 

South Africa  
Indonesia  
Chile   
USA  
New Zealand  

China/Argentina 
Mongolia 
South Africa 
Russia/Thailand/USA/ 
Ghana 
 

Indonesia  
New Zealand  
South Africa  
PNG  
USA  

Brazil 
Chile 
China 
Indonesia 
Malaysia 



Latin America Focus 

2007: Signing of MOU with Minexport Chile A.G. 

 

2008: Austmine mission to Vale’s iron ore and copper operations 

in northern Brazil 

 

2009/2010: Global Opportunities (GO) program funded by 

Austrade which focused on the emerging opportunities in Peru’s 

and Colombia’s mining sectors 

 

2010: 1st Australian Pavilion at Colombia Minera in Medellin, 

Colombia and signing of MOU with Asomineros 

 

2012: 2nd Mission to Vale’s iron ore and copper operations in 

northern Brazil following Expomin in Chile – April 2012  

 

Continue work in Colombia and add 

Mexico to portfolio in 2012/13 

 



www.austmine.com.au 

THANK YOU! 

Technology Age of Mining: 
 
Australia leads the world…. 


