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Introduction: About Australia

Australia offers international investors a cost-effective and innovative place in which to do business and an attractive, low-risk destination.

Despite the global economic downturn, the Australian economy is still forecast to grow and has lower debt and lower deficits than any major advanced economy. 

The Australian financial system is both strong and independent and the country’s four largest banks are ranked in the Global Top 50 for market capitalisation. 

Australia is a serious trade and investment player, generating over 20 per cent of GDP from exports and over 36 per cent of GDP from foreign direct investment (FDI) stock. The economy is now predominantly services-based, with services accounting for over 60 per cent of activity. 

Australia has pursued Free Trade Agreements with many of its regional partners and has agreements in place with the ASEAN group of countries, Chile, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand and the United States.

Australia is also in negotiation with China, the Gulf Cooperation Council, Japan, Malaysia and the Trans Pacific Partnership and discussions are underway with India, Indonesia, and PACER Plus (the Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations).

These bilateral trade agreements can offer companies who set up in Australia a competitive advantage in servicing these markets.

Strong trade and cultural links with the Asian region, which continues to have the most dynamic growth potential of any area in the world, underpin Australia’s position as a strategic location from which to base regional operations. This is reflected by approximately 70 per cent of Australia’s trade being with the member economies of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum.

Australia’s top trading partners are from all over the globe. Currently, Japan and China are Australia’s largest two-way trading partners, followed by the US, Singapore and the UK[T1] . 

The top sources of FDI into Australia are the United Kingdom, United States and Japan. Over the past five years, inward FDI stock has increased by an average of 9.1 per cent per annum and the Australian Government actively encourages and supports foreign investment through a range of services and programs delivered through its trade and investment agency, Austrade.

Importantly for investors, Australia is also a safe destination. The country’s political and regulatory environment is stable, open and progressive, providing investors with a high degree of confidence and certainty. 

Australia's reputation as a highly competitive and resilient economy continues to strengthen. Australia has recorded 17 successive years of economic growth, with the IMF World Economic Outlook [Oct 09] indicating that, despite the worsening of the global financial crisis, Australia will be the only advanced economy to record positive growth in 2009

Australia’s strength as an investment destination also stems, in part, from a political system that has been assessed as being highly effective in responding to economic challenges and policy direction. The adaptability of Australian government policy to changes in the economy has been ranked in the top two countries in the region by the World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009. 

Similarly, the transparency and effectiveness of Australia’s government rated highly as well, with an open, efficient and transparent legal framework and corruption levels judged as one of the lowest in the world.

This matters, because the benefit to companies of a stable political environment flows right through to the bottom line.

In addition to offering substantial multilingual and cross cultural capabilities, the Australian workforce is well educated, with 24 per cent of the workforce holding a tertiary qualification. According to the World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009, Australia also has one of the most attractive business environments for foreign skilled people and one of the most open national cultures to foreign ideas[JSM2] .

An impressive education system and world class science and research capabilities, with highly regarded mechanisms for collaboration with industry, are also positioning Australia as a regional hub for R&D and innovation. This is supported by strong R&D tax concessions, scientific collaboration programs and fellowship schemes. 

Links with the largest Asian consumer markets make Australia an attractive location within the region – one where global businesses can develop customise and produce new products and services. 

For Asian businesses, Australia has become an important market to test and refine new service offerings and products before stepping into the larger western markets such as the US and Europe.

Australia is ranked first in the Asia-Pacific region for ‘e-readiness’ – reflecting high quality infrastructure and the ability of consumers, business and government to use information and communications technology to their benefit. Ongoing investment in ICT infrastructure, through the planned $43 billion National Broadband Network, will ensure Australia’s future competitiveness.

All of these economic and political advantages are complemented by an excellent quality of life.

With one of the highest standards of living in the world, Australia offers international business people a superb climate, a unique and beautiful environment, top international schools, excellent flight linkages, and a quality social and cultural infrastructure.



Australia: Key Facts

Popolazione: 21.9 milioni

Tasso di crescita della 

popolazione: 2.1%

Superficie: 7,686,850 sq km

Valuta: A$1 = US$0.86; €0.59 
(Settembre 2009)

Crescita annua del PIL: 3.7% 

Inflazione annua: 2.1%

Tasso di disoccupazione: 5.8%

Principali partner commericiali: 
Giappone, Cina, USA, Singapore 
e Regno Unito.

NT

QLD

SA

WA

NSW

VIC

TAS
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Australia is one of the Asia–Pacific's richest democracies. 

Successive Australian governments have deregulated financial and labor markets, floated the currency, and reduced trade barriers over the past three decades. Australia is now in its 17th year of uninterrupted economic expansion. 

The country is an internationally competitive producer of services, technologies, and high-value-added manufactured goods, and its export sector remains heavily focused on mining and agriculture. 

Australia enjoys the benefits of having good access to all markets, whether it be the gateway to the Asia Pacific for European and US companies, or a springboard to the US and Europe for Asian companies  (Source: http://www.heritage.org/Index/Country/Australia) Updated 5 October 2009



Notes Re Slide Information: Population information last updated September 2009, Population growth rate was provided from info of the Year ended 31 Dec 2008, Annual GDP Growth was from 2007-08 period, Annual inflation was from CPI Year to Date December 2009, Unemployment Rate was from info from September 2009. To update Currency info, please use the link: http://www.rba.gov.au/Statistics/exchange_rates.html 



Perché Australia?

• E’ un paese competitivo nel panorama economico internazionale
• Ha un’economia forte e resistente
• Basso debito pubblico
• Robuste istituzioni finanziarie
• Comprovata solidita’ della struttura normativa
• Elevati investimenti a favore dell’innovazione, della ricerca e sviluppo e della 

formazione
• Ottima collocazione geografica per l’accesso ai mercati asiatici
• Un grande ed avanzato mercato domestico, piattaforma di lancio ideale per 

numerose industrie (servizi finanziari, ICT, bio-tecnologie).
• Importanti progetti di infrastrutture e progetti di energie rinnovabili in corso di 

realizzazione
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Australia offers excellent opportunities for international businesses seeking to invest globally. The Australian economy has outperformed most developed countries over the past two decades, supported by a sophisticated services sector and increasing integration with the Asia Pacific. Australia remains an attractive, stable, low-risk destination for investment.   

We are globally acknowledged for our resilient banking system, strong regulatory regimes and responsive governance policies. The Australian Government is currently working to further improve these systems, by liberalising key markets, reducing barriers to international competitiveness and working on domestic structural reform. 

Foreign investment in Australia stands at around 35 per cent – well above the world average of 28 per cent. We are currently working to improve these figures, by pursuing further outcomes in trade negotiations and comprehensive investment agreements with key trading partners. 



Perche’ le aziende scelgono l’Australia

• L’Asia e l’area Pacifica producono circa il 33% del PIL mondiale–
L’Australia e’ la perfetta piattaforma di lancio per penetrare in questo mercato. 

• Equilibrio perfetto tra costi e qualita’. 

• Un ampio ventaglio di lingue grazie ad un’immigrazione multiculturale e la grande abilita’ con la 
quale queste sono parlate.

• Un’aperta e forte economia in crescita con diversi accordi bilaterali e multilaterali all’attivo.

• Un solido mercato finanziario, la seconda borsa nella regione Asiatica, un’eccellente corporate 
governance.

• I vantaggi che derivano dalla sua collocazione geografica e dai favorevoli fusi orari, molto adatti per 
servire efficaciemente il mercato globale
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The Asia-Pacific economic region comprises about 33% of global GDP – Australia is the perfect location to launch into this market as many of the world’s leading companies have already discovered.

With nearly one quarter of its population born overseas through the quality of our workforce: Australia is easily the most multicultural country in the Asia-Pacific.

With substantial representation from European, Asian and Middle Eastern countries, Australia offers a workforce solution vastly experienced in multilingual and multicultural sensitivities.

Approximately 3 million Australians - or 15 per cent of the population - speak a language other than English at home and approximately 1.3 million Australians are fluent in a major European tongue. Also, over 1.1 million Australians are fluent in a major Asian language, of whom more than 400,000 speak a Chinese dialect.



Lufthansa recently located a call centre in Australia as it could successfully service its customers in all of the required languages from a single location. 

Air France has also added Australia to its network of call centres despite not flying to Australia.





Fortissime credenziali 
economiche



E’ una delle 20 piu’ sviluppate economie mondiali
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Although Australia’s population is less than half a per cent of the global total, its economy ranks among the 20 largest in the world, rivalling countries such as Mexico, The Netherlands and South Korea in size and strength. Australia’s economy is now projected to be around US$1 trillion mark, the fourth largest in the Asia-Paciﬁ c region. 



Forte crescita economica
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After an extended period of strong growth, reﬂecting sound macroeconomic policies and favourable terms of trade, global events have slowed Australia’s economic growth below trend. However, the downturn has been milder than in most other advanced countries. This is because of strong commodity exports, a ﬂexible exchange rate, a healthy banking sector, and a timely and signiﬁcant macro policy response. The IMF is now forecasting Australia’s real GDP to contract 0.5 per cent in 2009, compared with decline rates of 1.4 percent for the world and 3.8 per cent for the advanced economies. 



I migliori risultati dei paesi OCSE

• Il National Account 2009 mostra sia come l’economia Australiana abbia 
raggiunto i migliori risultati tra le economie avanzate negli ultimi anni, sia 
come sia stato l’unico paese sviluppato ad avere una crescita positiva in 
quest’ultimo difficile periodo .

• Il PIL e’ cresciuto dello 0,6% nel secondo quadrimestre, per stabilizzarsi 
attorno allo 0,6% alla fine dell’anno. I consumi delle famiglie, in aggiunta, 
sono aumentati dello 0,8% nello stesso arco di tempo.  

• I solidi risultati economici Australiani sono stati raggiunti in un periodo di 
continua debolezza delle economie del pianeta; quelle del G7, per esempio, 
si sono contratte dell 4,6% in media, sempre rispetto al secondo 
si sono contratte dell 4,6% in media, sempre rispetto al secondo 
2009, ed in particolar modo, gli Stati Uniti, l’Inghilterra e il Giappone hanno 
o dovuto affrontare i piu’ gravi cali di produzione degli ultimi 50 anni.
affrontare i piu’ gravi cali di produzione degli ultimi 50 anni.
frontare i piu’ gravi cali di produzione degli ultimi 50 anni.
rontare i piu’ gravi cali di produzione degli ultimi 50 anni.
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Media Release from the Treasury Minister dated 2 September 2009

Link to this via http://www.treasurer.gov.au/DisplayDocs.aspx?doc=pressreleases/2009/096.htm&pageID=003&min=wms&Year=&DocType=0



June 2009 National Accounts show that the Australian economy has been the best performing advanced economy over the past year and the only advanced economy to record positive growth over this period.



GDP rose by 0.6 per cent in the June quarter to be 0.6 per cent higher through the year. Household consumption spending also rose 0.8 per cent in the quarter. 



The solid performance of the Australian economy comes at a time of continuing weakness in many parts of the world. G7 economies contracted by an average of 4.6 per cent in the year to the June quarter, with the US, UK and Japan recently experiencing their biggest yearly falls in output in 50 years.





Altissimo livello di libertà economica

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Australia is one of the seven countries in the world to achieve the very high freedom score of 80 or more in the 2009 Economic Freedom World Ranking Survey. This result reﬂects economic policies that emphasize openness to international trade and investment, promote a fair and secure environment, protect private property, enforce contracts and raise competition as the ways to increase productivity and economic growth. 



Una forte economia
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Australia has been ranked the most resilient economy in the world six of seven years between 2002 and 2008. In its 2009 survey the International Monetary Fund rated Australia as one of the four most resilient economies, and the strongest in our region. 





• L’economia Australiana si colloca tra le 20 piu’ sviluppate

• L’Australia ha raggiunto i migliori risultati tra i paesi OCSE

• E’ considerata tra le piu’ solide economie mondiali (tra il 2002 e il 2008)

• Il PIL pro capite australiano e’ tra i piu’ elevati al mondo

• Il contributo piu’ grande e’ dato dal settore terziario grazie al quale l’economia del 
paese si e’ fortemente sviluppata.

• Gli ottimi risultati raggiunti dal settore finanziario hanno permesso a quest’ultimo di 
contribuire maggiormente al PIL  rispetto ai tradizionali settori minerario e agricolo. 

• Le spese australiane nell’ICT (Information and Communication Technology) sono 
molto consistenti

Una perfetta collocazione per il commercio e gli 
investimenti
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The country’s stability, business-friendly regulation and advanced infrastructure are powerful attractions for overseas companies looking to expand operations. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) puts Australia’s GDP at around US$1 trillion, making Australia the fourth largest economy in the Asia-Paciﬁc region and the 14th largest in the world. Strong, stable growth translates into economic resilience. The World Competitiveness Yearbook, which assesses the overall strength of countries’ economies, has ranked Australia the most resilient economy in the world for six years out of seven between 2002 and 2008.

The supply of commodities has also acted as a catalyst for providing business services in the Asia-Paciﬁc region. Australia is able to deploy world-class expertise, particularly in ﬁnance and information and communication technology (ICT), helping Australia become a services industry hub for the region. 



Source: IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009





Settore IT molto avanzato
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Australia has the 12th largest ICT market globally and the fifth largest in the Asia-Paciﬁc region. This is a very sophisticated market where ICT companies can successfully develop solutions with global applicability. Australia is also the source of a number of distinctive technologies – especially in the areas of e-health, e-government and ﬁnancial services. The Australian ICT industry has become the locus for strategic foreign investment: the combination of relatively competitive development costs and a highly-skilled workforce has delivered impressive results to parent companies.



Collocazione geografica strategica



Strategicamente collocata nella regione con 
il più alto tasso di crescita al mondo
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Australia’s unique geographic and time zone advantages, its cultural affinity with Asia, and its American/European business environment make it a perfect business bridge to Asia or other western locations.  



Le relazioni commerciali e di investimento tra l’Australia e il resto del continente 
asiatico sono molto forti e in crescita

• Tra le 5 più importanti destinazioni per l’export australiano troviamo il Giappone, il 
Sud Corea e la Cina. Tra i tre principali paesi importatori abbiamo il Giappone e la 
Cina.

• Tra i maggiori azionisti che investono in Australia troviamo il Giappone, Hong Kong 
e Singapore. 

• Gli investimenti diretti esteri dalla Cina, Hong Kong e Giappone sono cresciuti in 
modo significativo nel 200. 

• L’Australia vanta la presenza di molte persone competenti di lingua asiatica.

Forte connessioni con la regione Asia-Pacifica
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Australia’s traditional trade with Europe and North America is augmented by our rapidly growing trade with Asia. China and Japan are now the country’s top two-way trading partners, followed by the US and the UK. Australia is a major supplier of ore and fuel commodities and this trade has stimulated foreign direct investment (FDI) into Australia’s resource industry from Asia and around the world. 



The supply of commodities has also acted as a catalyst for providing business services in the Asia-Paciﬁc region. Australia is able to deploy world-class expertise, particularly in ﬁnance and information and communication technology (ICT), helping Australia become a services industry hub for the region. 



• La solidissima struttura economica e politica, insieme agli 
stessi fusi orari di buona parte dell’Asia, rendono l’Australia il 
luogo adatto per basare le proprie operazioni commerciali 
verso l’Asia stessa.

Vantaggi geografici nell’Asia Pacifico
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Australia’s status as a developed country with a sound economic and political environment, with the same or similar time zones as much of Asia means it is also a great place for firms to base their Asian operations.





• L’Australia ha un impareggiabile fuso orario, vantaggioso per 
raggiungere velocemente molte aree dell’Asia.

• Le imprese che investono in Australia possono così “seguire il sole” 
dagli Stati Uniti e dall’Europa riuscendo così ad essere operativi 24 
ore su 24.

• La differenza di 14 ore tra gli Stati Uniti e la costa orientale 
dell’Australia fa sì che quando la giornata lavorativa sta finendo 
negli USA, in Australia sia appena cominciata.

I vantaggi del fuso orario australiano
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Australia has unparalleled time zone and Asian location advantages.



By investing in Australia, firms can ‘follow the sun’ from the US and Europe, and operate 24 hours a day.



The 14 hour time difference in December between the United States and Australian east coasts means that just as the work day is finishing in the US, it is starting in Australia.





Servire il mondo in tempo reale

Australia’s proximity to the fast growing Asia-Pacific region provides a perfect 
bridge for global companies 
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Australia continues to beneﬁt from its strategic position; from both its proximity to Asia and its distance from Europe and North America. Reduced shipping times between Australia and Asia give Australia a trade advantage, especially in the export of bulk commodities. At the same time, the country is ideally located to provide a link in the chain for global 24-hour operations.  An example is banks that require round-the-clock technical support.



Sea freight services between Australia and most Asian ports are regular and direct. A sailing between Sydney and Shanghai can take as little as 13 days, whereas the average between Shanghai and Germany is 26 days. Currently, more than 10 shipping companies offer weekly sailings to China, leading to highly competitive export rates.12 Australia also enjoys excellent air freight services to Asia. 



In contrast to hub-based networks though which air freight is transhipped between Asia and North America or Europe, Australian services to most major Asian cities are direct. As a result, complete transit times are low: air freight services from Australia to Asia are typically twice as fast as from North America to Asia. 



Commercio ed Investimenti



Un’ottima collocazione per investire e 
commerciare

• L’Australia ha un prelievo fiscale tra i piu’ leggeri al mondoù

• I suoi dazi doganali sono i secondi piu’ bassi del pianeta

• L’indice di mercato australiano si posiziona al terzo posto.

• L’Australia vanta un credit ranking nazionale tra i migliori.
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Australia remains an excellent, stable, low-risk destination for investment.   We are globally acknowledged for our resilient banking system and strong prudential and regulatory regimes. We currently have one of the lowest tax rates in the world, the second lowest rate of import tariffs and an excellent terms of trade index. Australia also offers one of the best national credit rankings in the world.



 Sources: IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009

KPMG Competitive Alternatives 2008 Special Report: Focus on Tax report.





Dati sui crescenti investimenti stranieri
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Sustained growth has encouraged increased foreign investment. Australia now attracts a high level of FDI compared to other developed economies. In 2007, Australia’s stock of foreign investment rose to US$312 billion. Inward FDI stock grew 78 per cent and outward FDI stock grew 81.6 per cent, which was faster than the global average. 



Australia’s ratio of FDI to GDP has grown steadily since 1990, and at almost 35 per cent is now well above the average for comparable developed economies of 27 per cent. This premium indicates the relative attractiveness of Australia as a venue for direct investment. Currently, major FDI source countries include Japan, the Netherlands, Germany, UK and US.13 







Ultimi trend degli investimenti stranieri
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The UK and the US remain Australia’s largest sources of foreign investment. At the end of 2008, the UK contributed 24.8 per cent of Australia’s total foreign investment, while the US accounted for 24.3 per cent. 

Among major investors, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Singapore and Japan, have recorded the fastest growth of foreign investment in Australia between 2003 and 2008. Australia’s strong and stable economy and well-managed companies make it a highly attractive location for foreign investment. 







Stabilita’ amministrativaà



• L’Australia e’ al secondo posto nella classifica delle nazioni piu’ 
stabili al mondo

• Anche la sua economia e’ tra le piu’ stabili

• Il Paese effettua politiche economiche tra le piu’ adattabili ai 
cambiamenti dell’economia

• L’Australia vanta uno dei piu’ bassi tassi di disoccupazione al 
mondo

Un’efficiente e stabile governo nazionale
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Australia continues to be one of the world’s most stable economies. As a developed economy closely linked to the Asia-Paciﬁc region, Australia has consistently outpaced large comparable economies in Europe and North America. Since 2004, the Swiss-based Institute for Management Development (IMD) has ranked Australia one of the four countries least likely to suffer from political instability. Australia also has an established reputation for quality governance. 



Australia’s political and legal institutions are recognised globally for their transparency, impartiality and robustness. In 2008, the World Bank’s annual governance audit placed Australia in the top 10 per cent of countries for its effective government, regulatory quality, rule of law, control of corruption, and accountability



In terms of commodities exports and business services, the Australian economy continues to beneﬁt from demand in regional markets. 



Source: IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009





Stabilita’ politica
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Australia was ranked one of the most politically stable countries in the world in 2009 and is the only country that has consistently ranked in the top ﬁve since 1999. 



Un’ambiente a basso rischio
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Australia has earned a reputation as a safe destination for overseas investment. This is particularly important for multinationals and global services ﬁrms looking to expand their business in the Asia- Paciﬁc region or considering Australia as a base for regional operations. 



Leader mondiale della Corporate Governance
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Good corporate governance is the counterpart to good political governance. It improves the climate for foreign direct investment by strengthening relationships between key commercial stakeholders, including shareholders, directors, managers, and employees. 



The global governance ratings agency, Governance Metrics International, reports that in an international comparison, Australia’s corporate governance is among the best in the world. Australia ranked fourth in the 2008 Survey – well above all economies in the region and most other advanced countries in the world. GMI stated that these results are consistent with governance environments based on transparency and meaningful shareholder rights



Efficace protezione della proprieta’ intellettuale

• L’Australia offre una cornice normativa molto solida in 
relazione alla protezione della proprieta’ intellettuale

• Il regime applicativo delle leggi sui brevetti e sul 
copyright si posiziona secondo in Asia e sesto 
globalmente

• Il sistema di protezione della proprieta’ individuale e 
personale si classifica terzo in Asia e ottavo globalmente
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An increasing proportion of businesses depend on a robust intellectual property (IP) framework to safeguard their commercial investments. According to the IMD, Australia’s patent and copyright enforcement regime is ranked second in the Asia-Paciﬁc region, and among the top six globally. In terms of adequate protection of private property and personal security, Australia ranks among the top eight countries globally and in the top three countries in the region.



In numerous international surveys, Australia ranks as having some of the most reliable and well-designed business regulation in the world. Our ﬁnancial market regulation and intellectual property protection are both particularly strong. 



Costi molto competitivi



• L’Australia vanta un alto tasso di produttivita’ lavorativa

• Offre oltretutto bassissime tariffe per l’utilizzo industriale 
dell’elettricita’

• La poca burocrazia permette l’apertura di una nuova 
attivita’ in soli due giorni e di brevi procedure 
amministrative

• Il costo della vita in Australia e’ piu’ basso rispetto ad altre 
destinazioni internazionali

Posizionamento competitivo
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Australian businesses enjoy a number of advantages over international competitors. In particular, business costs are low, rent in Australian cities is comparatively low, companies are easy to incorporate, and the country possesses excellent digital infrastructure.





Source: IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009





In Australia è facile iniziare una nuova attività!
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Australia has been ranked as one of the most business-friendly economies in the world, offering a business environment that is both stable and ﬂexible. The country has a robust regulatory framework that offers security and integrity, while promoting efﬁciency through the avoidance of time consuming business processes. According to the World Bank, Australia is one of the fastest places in the world to start up a business, taking on average only two days to register a new company.







Capacita’ lavorative e una 
popolazione in forte crescitaà



Crescenti tassi di produttivita’ & costo del lavoro
in diminuzione
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Australia has enjoyed strong and sustained labour productivity growth over the last two decades. This can in part be attributed to the country’s highly educated workforce, which is known for its strong work ethic and positive approach to change. In addition, real unit labour costs have fallen consistently since 2000. 



Consequently, Australia has one of the most competitive workforces in the Asia-Paciﬁc region and enjoys a lower rate of staff turnover than its regional competitors. 



Forza-lavoro poliglotta
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More than a quarter of Australia’s labour force (over 3 million people) was born overseas, with substantial representation from Asian, European, and Middle Eastern countries. This underlines Australia’s capacity to offer workforce solutions to those requiring multilingual staff. 



The workforce also offers strong linguistic diversity. More than 1.4 million Australians speak an Asian  language at home; of these, over half a million are ﬂuent in a  Chinese dialect. In addition, almost 1.2 million Australians speak a European language at home, Italian and  Greek being the most common.



This linguistic diversity and strong cultural links with Europe and  Asia provide a ideal mix for multinational organisations setting up or expanding their business in Australia. 



Innovazione e ricerca



L’Australia, un paese ricco di innovazioni

• L’Australia e’ tra i paesi piu’ innovativi al mondo

• Le solide politiche nazionali infatti, supportano l’innovazione 
e la ricerca

• L’Australia offre un’ampia gamma di incentivi per le imprese 
all’avanguardia

• L’Australia possiede una grande abilita’ innovativa tramite la 
collaborazione, la ricerca e formazione. 

• Il tasso di personale dedicato alla ricerca e allo sviluppo e’ 
tra i piu’ elevati nella scena internazionale
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The Australian Government places a premium on world-class innovation and actively promotes research and development (R&D). Through a range of innovation centres, tax concessions, science collaboration programs and fellowship schemes, the present Government intends to substantially raise the level of R&D. 





Source: IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook 2009; 2009 EIU Report on the Worlds Most Innovative Countries:; Austrade







Iniziative fiscali per la R&D.
Il governo Australiano premia l’innovazione e promuove attivamente le 
attivita’ di ricerca e sviluppo.

• Una nuova R&D Tax Credit e’ stata annunciata nel Budget 2009-10. 
Adotta la pratica internazionale di utilizzare una tax credit per aiutare le 
aziende nella loro attivita’ di ricerca e sviluppo aumentando il tasso di base di 
assistenza governativa – senza pregiudizio rispetto alla nazionalita’ dell’ 
impresa in questione.

• Questo nuovo sconto garantira’:
−

 
Un credito fiscale rimborsabile del 45% (equivalente ad una concessione 
del 150%) per le aziende con un fatturato di meno di $AUD 20 milioni 
l’anno.

−
 

Un credito fiscale del 40% (equivalente ad una concessione del 133%) 
per le aziende con un fatturato uguale o superiore a $AUD 20 milioni 
l’anno

• Prendera’ il posto dell’attuale R&D Tax Concession dal 2010-11.
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The Australian Government places a premium on world-class innovation and actively promotes research and development (R&D).



A new R&D Tax Credit was announced in the 2009-10 Budget. 

	It adopts the international practice of using a well-understood tax credit to support business R&D and will increase the base rate of government assistance for R&D conducted by business – without prejudice to the nationality of the company involved.



The new R&D concession will provide:

A 45% refundable tax credit (equivalent to a 150 per cent concession) to firms with a turnover of less than $20 million per annum

A 40% tax credit (equivalent to a 133 per cent concession) to firms with a turnover of $20 million or more per annum



It will replace the current R&D Tax concession from 2010-11.



Attuali iniziative per La ricerca e lo sviluppo

Il governo australiano organizza un’ampia gamma di iniziative atte a promuovere 
il settore dell’ R&D  sia nel privato che nel pubblico:

• L’ Enterprise Connect Network, offre un’ampio network di centri 
d’innovazione che supportano le piccole e medie imprese australiane 
tramite l’aiuto di esperti

• Il programma International Science Linkages (ISL) sta permettendo di 
incanalare, in un periodo di 9 anni, 95 milioni di dollari (AUD) per 
sviluppare la ricerca scientifica internazionale

• L’ Australian Laureate Fellowship Scheme, distribuira’ $AUD 240 
milioni in corsi di ricerca e mentoring per dottorandi e neo-laureati.
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Current R&D initiatives

The Australian Government has recently commenced a range of initiatives that will substantially promote public and private sector R&D, including:



the Enterprise Connect Network, which provides a national network of innovation centres and R&D services that support Australian small and medium enterprises by giving them access to expert practical advice

the International Science Linkages (ISL) program, through which the government is channelling $95 million over nine years in support of international scientific collaboration

the Australian Laureate Fellowship Scheme, which will provide $240 million into postdoctoral and postgraduate research and mentoring.



Qualita’ della vita 



Alta qualita’ della vita
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Australia’s quality of life is one of the most desirable in the world and the highest in the Asia-Pacific region. The country’s climate, natural environment, business friendly conditions, competitive business infrastructure, political stability and resilient economic growth are all powerful attractions for multinational ﬁrms and world-class talent. 



Basso costo della vita
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When issues of cost and quality of life are considered together, Australia’s stands out as one of the world’s most desirable places to live and work. 



Austrade
The Australian Trade Commission 



Chi Siamo

• AUSTRADE, l’ente commerciale del governo australiano, promuove esportazioni e 
investimenti australiani a livello internazionale attraverso la sua rete di uffici presenti 
in cinquanta paesi in tutto il mondo.

• Uno dei compiti principali di AUSTRADE è quello di promuovere investimenti, 
fornendo un servizio di consulenze a supporto di quegli investitori italiani che 
guardano all’Australia come paese di interesse.  Più di 900 imprese straniere hanno 
aperto le loro sedi principali o succursali in Australia, paese che per la sua posizione 
geografica si presta a diventare la porta d’ingresso per i mercati della regione Asia- 
Pacifico.

• Il livello di internazionalità delle imprese australiane è molto alto, grazie ai loro 
prodotti di grande innovazione, le tecnologie di ultima generazione e una 
competitività documentata sui mercati globali.
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Who we are:



Promote Australian exports and investments internationally through a network offices in 50 countries around the world.

An important role for Austrade is to promote investments, supplying consultancy services to support Italian investors interested in Australia as an investment destination.  More than 900 foreign companies have opened up primary headquarters or offices in Australia.











Austrade puo’:

• Connettervi facilmente con contatti a livello giusto nei settori 
industriali e governativi di vostro interesse

• Offrirvi informazioni sulle opportunita’ di business in Australia, 
sulle regolamentazioni degli investimenti e sui programmi 
governativi

• Offrirvi informazioni su misura per meglio comprendere i costi di 
apertura di una nuova attivita’, la tassazione e le opportunita’ di 
ricerca e sviluppo.

• Mettervi in contatto con i nostri esperti settoriali sulle capacita’ e le 
forze Australiane

• Organizzare visite guidate per identificare le migliori location in 
Australia 

• Connettervi con potenziali joint venture partner

Austrade concentra il suo lavoro sui bisogni 
dell’investitore
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Austrade works in collaboration with potential investors providing practical advice, market intelligence and – through strong connections across government and industry – introductions to the people you need to meet. We can:



Connect you with the right industry and government contacts

Provide comprehensive information on business opportunities in Australia, the business environment, investment regulations and government programs

Provide tailor-made information on business costs, skills availability, taxation and research and development opportunities

Give expert advice from our industry specialists on Australia’s industry capabilities and strengths 

Arrange site visits to identify the most suitable locations in Australia 

Link you with potential joint venture partners



This brings me to the end of the my presentation for this morning.  I’ll see you later this afternoon to talk about some of the successful Australian companies currently active in Italy.  



Investment specialists

North America
New York
Chicago
San Francisco

Europe
Frankfurt
London 
Paris
Dubai

South East Asia/ 
South Asia
Pacific
Singapore
Mumbai
Delhi

North East Asia
Tokyo
Seoul
Shanghai 
Beijing
Guangzhou
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Information Sources for Report:



Chart Sources: 

2009 Australia: Your Competitive Edge, Austrade; 

http://www.austrade.gov.au/Invest/Opportunities-by-Sector/Financial-Services/Data-and-Charts/default.aspx

2009 Financial Benchmark Report, Austrade; 

http://www.austrade.gov.au/Invest/Opportunities-by-Sector/Financial-Services/Data-and-Charts/default.aspx

March 2009 Australian Demographic Statistics, ABS; 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3101.0

Text Sources:

2009 Australia: Your Competitive Edge, Austrade; 

http://www.austrade.gov.au/Invest/Opportunities-by-Sector/Financial-Services/Data-and-Charts/default.aspx

2009 Financial Benchmark Report, Austrade; 

http://www.austrade.gov.au/Invest/Opportunities-by-Sector/Financial-Services/Data-and-Charts/default.aspx

2009 Index of Economic Freedom Overview, World Heritage Organisation; http://www.heritage.org/Index/Country/Australia

2009 Population Predictions Department of Immigration & Citizenship; http://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets/15population.htm

2009 Report on the Worlds Most Innovative Countries, EIU (Access through Connect Online)

Australia’s Population, ABS (Constantly Updates) http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Web+Pages/Population+Clock?opendocument#from-banner=LN

IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook2009 (Access through Connect Online)

KPMG Competitive Alternatives 2008 Special Report: Focus on Tax report; http://www.kpmg.com.au/Default.aspx?TabID=1575&KPMGArticleItemID=3236

March 2009 Australian Demographic Statistics, ABS; 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3101.0

Media Release from the Treasury Minister (2 September 2009)- For Slide 8; http://www.treasurer.gov.au/DisplayDocs.aspx?doc=pressreleases/2009/096.htm&pageID=003&min=wms&Year=&DocType=0

September 2009 Social Trends, ABS; http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/4102.0?opendocument#from-banner=SO

Updated AUD Currency Info, Reserve Bank of Australia;http://www.rba.gov.au/Statistics/exchange_rates.html
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