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[bookmark: _Hlk118892922]China Approved Destination Status Advisory Panel (ADSAP) 25th Meeting –29 October 2025 - Communiqué 
On 29 October 2025, Austrade held the 25th Approved Destination Status Advisory Panel (ADSAP) meeting in Perth. The meeting brought together representatives from the Australian Government and the Australian tourism industry to provide advice on the continued administration, operation and improvement of the Approved Destination Status (ADS) scheme, with a focus on the development of a new ADS Framework and a new ADS Code of Business Standard and Ethics. 
ADS scheme administration update
Austrade provided an update on the implementation of the 2025-26 ADS Roadmap, including:
the publication of the Exploring Australia bilingual tour guide reference booklet
the delivery of the first ITO annual training event
the commencement of interim compliance requirements
The panel noted the renewed Australia-China Tourism MoU, which reaffirms the importance of the ADS scheme as a key bilateral mechanism and commits both countries to deepening tourism cooperation.  Tourism Australia noted that the stabilising bilaterial relationship and strong aviation capacity are supporting positive momentum in the market. 
Austrade also provided an update on work underway to develop a new ADS Code of Business Standards and Ethics through a co-design process supported by a specialist provider. The provider presented a high-level overview of the co-design process to the panel. Panel members cautioned against the use of technical jargons and complex terms in the process, to make it more understandable and relatable to industry stakeholders. Austrade undertook to incorporate this feedback going forward.
Home Affairs update
The Department of Home Affairs provided an update on ADS visa trends, noting steady growth in applications and consistently high grant and compliance rates. Between 25 September 2023 and 30 September 2025, a total of 91,225 ADS visas were granted. There was a 105% increase in ADS visa lodgements in 2024-25 compared with 2023-24. Latest Home Affairs data suggests the upward trajectory is continuing in 2025-26. For the current program year (1 July 2025 - 30 September 2025) Home Affairs received 14,153 Visitor (ADS) applications, representing a 37% increase in lodgements when compared with the same period last year. The number of approved OTOs had increased from 80 to 91 as of 12 September 2025, post a recruitment drive run by the Department in country.  Home Affairs reported that recent compliance audits of approved Outbound Tour Operators (OTOs) did not identify any systemic risk or new areas of concern, demonstrating the ongoing integrity of the ADS program. 
Tourism Australia update
Tourism Australia reported on Chinese visitor arrivals, which had shown steady recovery over the past six to eight months, with 16% growth year on year. Chinese visitor spend was being driven by growing interest in smaller, higher-value group travel and an expanding Free Independent Traveller (FIT) segment. Tourism Australia shared its FY26 Greater China strategy, current airline and digital marketing partnerships, and major campaign activities including Come and Say G’Day. 
ADS Framework consultation 
Austrade provided an overview of the upcoming public consultation process for the new ADS Framework. Panel members made drafting suggestions to the public discussion paper, which would be incorporated ahead of its final release.
In discussions around specific consultation questions, panel members expressed support for a principle-based Code that reduces red tape and enables greater flexibility. Opportunities were identified in short-term study tours, silver tourism, sport and event-based travel, and niche sectors such as agritourism. Members noted aviation access, airfare costs, and domestic connectivity remained critical factors in influencing regional dispersal and itinerary development. In relation to tour leader and tour guide settings, members highlighted the importance of Australian high-quality tour guides to the success of the program.
Attendees
· Australian Trade and Investment Commission (Austrade)  
· Australian Tourism Export Council (ATEC) 
· Tourism Australia  
· Department of Home Affairs  
· Tour Guides Australia (TGA)
· Destination NSW  
· Tourism Tasmania
· Tourism and Events Queensland  
· Tourism Western Australia
· PTC Express Travel  
· Grandview Travel Pty Ltd  
· Aus Highway Travel Services Pty Ltd
· Grand Aust Tour
Apologies 
· Visit Victoria
· Australia China Business Council (ACBC)
Next meeting
Austrade to advise arrangement for next ADSAP meeting out of session. 
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