Visionary

Research and development in Australian
education providers is having a significant
global impact, with global partnerships and the
breaking down of disciplinary borders inspiring
a new wave of international collaboration, and
practical, applied research in every sphere.
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Headline statements

Entrepreneurial.

As global demand for entrepreneurial
thinkers explodes, Australian education
providers have re-engineered their
approaches to teaching and learning to
inspire entrepreneurialism among students
in every discipline. Australia has created
a fertile environment for entrepreneurs
and start-ups to make their vision a
reality, backed by a supportive Australian
business community and pro-innovation
governments which are investing heavily
in entrepreneurship.

Collaborative.

The much-hyped concept of transdisciplinary research has taken shape
in a very real and substantial way in
Australia. Significant collaboration between
universities, governments and industry,
the re-engineering of faculty structures
to promote meaningful interdisciplinary
connections, major investment in research
institutes, and the fostering of major
global research partnerships is resulting in
applied research which is already making
progress on some of the critical issues of
our time.

Inventive.

Australia has an extraordinary heritage of
innovation and invention in science and
technology. For a country with a relatively small
population, Australia’s impact on the world –
via groundbreaking research and development
– is disproportionately high. Australians
developed Wi-Fi, penicillin, the cochlear implant,
the black box flight recorder and Gardisil
cervical cancer vaccine, among many others.

Outward-looking.

Australian universities host a huge number of
researchers from other countries, and Australian
researchers are making significant contributions
overseas.

Recognised.

There have been 16 Australian winners of the
Nobel Prize since its inception.

Pullout:
Australia has an
extraordinary history
of ground breaking
invention and innovation.
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Messages

Australian universities have more than
9,000 formal agreements with overseas
universities, 1,400 of those with China, and
1,000 with the US.
Excellence in Research Australia (ERA)
rankings confirm that every one of Australia’s
43 universities is either ‘world-leading’
or ‘world-class’ in at least one sphere of
research.

Australian universities work closely with
governments to foster international
collaboration and investment in research and
in the commercialisation of technologies, and
have established a strong reputation for being
pro-business and pro-innovation.
Universities and training providers give
students in Australia a raft of opportunities
for internships and exchanges with global
companies in Australia and overseas.

More than half of Australia’s research
publications since 2015 have been
co-authored with researchers in other
countries.

Over 100 schools in Australia offer the
International Baccalaureate program,
supporting students to develop a globalmindset and increase their contribution to
a socially responsible world.

Major global corporations such as Boeing,
Oracle, Exxon, Bluescope and BUPA have
a significant presence in Australia and a
significant role in fostering education and
research by offering internships, mentorships,
scholarships, research partnerships and
funding.
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Australian courses content is shaped by
industry experts, so you’ll gain skills which are
valuable to employers everywhere.
All VET trainers and assessors work in
industry so their knowledge and skills are
always up to date

Australian education providers actively
promote researcher exchange programs
all over the world. This fosters the crosspollination of ideas and perspectives, exposes
researchers to current global thinking and
practice, and breaks down international
borders for study, research and career
development.
The Australian Government funds a range of
programs which promote practical global
connections between Australian students
and researchers and their international
peers. Australian students are mobile,
connected and collaborating with other
students all over the world.

Australian research is consistently ranked
as world-class, and many research projects
feature international collaboration.

Australia has more than 9,000 agreements
with universities around the world, creating
a truly global perspective.
Australia offers you the chance to gain work
experience with global companies, and
make connections with employers overseas.

Pullout:
Australia offers
internships and
exchanges with
global companies
in Australia and
overseas.

Visionary

Increased applied
research in Australia’s
Vocational Education
and Training sector is
helping VET providers
become a significant
influence in the
innovation chain, and is
translating knowledge
into the workforce. (2)

Proof points
University spending
on research and
development has
doubled in the past
18 years. (1)
Thousands of students
have benefited from the
Australian Government’s
Endeavour Scholarships
and Mobility Grants,
which allow students
and professionals to
gain international
experience, knowledge
and perspectives to
advance their studies
or careers. (3)

References
and additional
information

Many Australian
universities have
established offshore
campuses and
research centres.

More than half of all
scientific research
projects at Australian
universities involved
collaboration
with international
researchers. (4)
The New Colombo
Plan funds a major
international student
exchange program to
help students engage
with the world.

The Australian
Government has boosted
its funding for research
in universities by more
than 70% since 2000. (1)
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